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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals is an ably-managed, powerful and use- 
ful institution. Only imagination can picture what 
horrors would be perpetrated if it did not exist. 
Were there no R.S.P.C.A., the Act which protects 
dumb animals from abuse would be enforced only 
by the police and the private informer. The task 
of the Society is a hard one. and very frequently 
entails captious opposition and unmerited abuse. 
To find fault with a Society surrounded by so many 
difficulties and guided always by such good inten- 
tions is an ungracious office, and one we should have 
gladly avoided. 

On another page will be found an abbreviated re- 
port of the prosecution by the Society of a well- 
known veterinary practitioner. For the report we 
have to acknowledge the courtesy of the Editor of 
The East Grinstead Observer who kindly sent us 
proofs, and we need only add that it is remarkably 
full and accurate. Want of space has compelled 
us to suppress the speeches of the lawyers, but we 
hope this will not decrease the ability of any reader 
to form a clear opinion on the evidence. 

The charge was simply this—that Mr. Leeney, 
having operated on a horse under chloroform, found, 
ou removing the hobbles, that the animal was un- 
able to rise. Not feeling certain whether this 
inability was due to the effects of the anaesthetic 
or to fracture of the vertebra, he left the horse 
lying in the field while he went to attend a case of 
pneumonia, He was detained longer than he ex- 
pected, and returned to find the police in charge of 
the horse. About three hours the horse lay, and 
according to the evideuce was at times groaning 
and struggling. The prosecution seems based upon 
the idea that a veterinary surgeon should, on 
finding a horse unable to rise, at once diagnose the 
existence of an incurable injury, and if he be also 
the owner, have the animal killed. Mr. Leeney, 
and probably every other veterinarian, would at 
once acknowledge that the positive existence of a 
broken back is sufficient reason for killing a horse, 
but we think there are few who would say that 
three hours was too long a time to occupy in form- 
ng a diagnosis when the early symptoms were for 


1 


Some time disguised by the effects of long continued 
inhalation of chloroform. The place where the 
, — was lying was in every way suitable, the wea- 
: er was fine and warm, nothing could have been 
“one to palliate the condition—slaughter or wait- 
ng were the alternatives. | Under the circum- 
a we fail to see how any prosecution could 

ave been expected to result in aconviction. But 


suppose it were quite clear that an animal had a 
broken back, and that for any reason its life were 
spared for twelve hours, is it cruelty? Does not 
cruelty require proof of pain, and what evidence of 
of pain exists? Complete paralysis behind the 
fracture means perfect loss of sensation, and pain is 
absent except in any structures injured anterior to 
the spinal division. | We can hardly imagine a case 
in which well-informed officials ought to act with 
more caution before instituting a criminal prosecu- 
tion. It is the boast of the R.S.P.C.A. that careful 
enquiry is made in all their cases before action is 
taken. What motive could possible have affected 
their judgment in this case? The case was dis- 
missed by the bench and we may therefore conclude 
that the Society was wrong, but acquittal is hardly 
sufficient. A practitioner depends upon his repu- 
tation for a living. and any slight upon his charac- 
ter is serious When the attack is made by a 
wealthy society, accustomed to the manipulation of 
evidence, assisted by trained and zealous officers. 
backed by the highest legal talent, the very gravest 
injustice may be perpetrated if the defendant be 
unable to employ equally expensive legal and pro- 

fessional assistance. Mr. Leeney was well sup- 
ported or he would have been convicted. A bench 

of unpaid magistrates does not take the same 

dry legal view of a case that is taken by a trained 
judge. Their sentiments have full play, and they 
involuntarily permit descriptions of groans and 

struggles, and quivering muscles to warp their 
judgment and influence their decision. Mr. Leeney 

has come through his trial scathless, but at the cost 

of much anxiety and not a little expense. Doubtless 

the Society will now regret their hasty action, and 

we trust in future cases, will adopt more care in 

enquiring into complex pathological conditions 

before dragging a professional man to the bar to 

answer a criminal charge. The Society is only a 

self-constituted body. Its uniformed officers possess 

no power other than that of any private individual, 

and unwarrantable actions of this sort will do 

much to take away from it that toleration now so 

widely granted to its very frequent officious 

procedure. 


Next week will be a busy one for many members 
of the profession. On Tuesday three or four com- 
mittees meet at Red Lion Square. On Wednesday 
the Royal Veterinary College commences another 
session with an introductory address by Professor 
Pritchard. In the afternoon of the same day a 
quarterly meeting of the Council is to be held; and 
in the evening the annual dinner of the National 
Veterinary Association takes place at the Café Royal. 
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On Thursday the ~ National” hold their annual 
meeting under the presidency of Mr. Simcocks, when 
a paper on “Soundness in Horses” will offer a wide 
and most important subject for discussion. This 
will be the first meeting of the “ National ” held in 
the rooms of the Royal College, at Red Lion Square, 
and we trust it will be well attended and most 
profitable. 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


LACERATION OF THE FLEXOR METATARSI. 


At page 308 of The Veterinary Record, Vol. 1., 
will be found related a case of lameness in a hind 
leg, due to injury of the metatarsi muscle. The 
symptoms are very peculiar, and their cause may 
easily be overlooked until a case has once been 
diagnosed. In a recent number of the Record Mr. 


Malcolm, of Birmingham, relates another case of 


this accident. 

Feeling how difficult it is to picture a case merely 
from verbal description, we have obtained the kind 
permission of Professor Williams to copy from his 
“ Principles and Practice of Surgery ” a very graphic 
illustration,” and we also, by peimission, add his 
remarks on the injury. 

In our issue of issue of Sept. 6th will be found a 
drawing, taken from The Australasian Veterinary 
Journal, of rupture of the Gastrocnemii. A com- 
parison of it with the one below is very instructive. 


Subcutaneous laceration of the flexor metatarsi 
muscle is occasionally a cause of lameness. Pro- 
fessor Dick had seen something of it. He used to 
refer to it in his lectures as presenting symptoms 
similar to paralysis of the gastrocnemii. He used 
to say that when the flexor metatarsi muscle, any 
muscles situated at the anterior part of the stifle or 
the gastrocnemii were injured, the tendo-achilles fell 
into a relaxed condition when the limb was elevated 
from the ground. 

The illustration is from life, drawn by Professor 
Vaughan, when « student of the College. The 
horse was an ill-looking long-legged cart-horse 
very subject to theumatic attacks, for which Mr. 
ai of Slatefurd had repeatedly attended 
him. owards the end of 1871 he was found one 
morning to be very lame, and when he attempted 
to move. the near hind leg was thrown upwards and 
backwards with great violence; at the same time 
the tendo-achilles was seen to fall into a number 
of folds. Upon the limb being elevated by the 
hand, the same seemingly powerless condition of 
the gastrocnemii was observed. The limb was 
swollen above and in front of the hock, midway 
between it and the patella. The horse bein old 
and not of much value, the owner, at the fara 3 
of Mr. Cunningham, sent him to the College for 
dissection, when it was discovered that the flexor 
metatarsi was lacerated across its whole thickness 

’ 


* We are indebted to Professor Williams also for the use 


at a point corresponding to the externai swelling; 
its fibres were pale, and when examined under the 
microscope their tranverse striz were nearly, and 
in some places entirely, absent, showing that the 
sarcous elements were undergoing degeneration. 


I have met with other instances of the same lesion, 
but never had the opportunity of making a dissec- 
tion of the parts prior to this. As to the proba- 
bility of repair. I think that provided the animal 
be not too old, the chances of recovery are very 
good, and that in the conrse of time reunion of 
the divided muscle may be expected; but should 
the horse be old, or of a weak constitution, the 
probabilities are that the rupture is a result of de- 
generative disease of the muscular tissue, and not 
a mere accident, and that the process of repair 
will be very doubtful and unsatisfactory. 

This peculiar lameness is not always due to 
rupture of the flexor metatarsi muscle, as in the 
case just described, for it sometimes happens that 
its tendons of insertion become detached from 
the tarsal and metatarsal bones. Such case 
are diagnosed by the peculiar gait and the seat 
of the swelling. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL SCOTTISH VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The Annual Meeting and Dinner of the be 
Society will be held in Edinburgh, on Wednesty, 
8th October. For further information, apply— 


of the block for this illustration. 


W. D. Farrsalky, 
Cupar, Fife, 22nd Sept. 1890. Hon Se- 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Eighth (Special) General Meeting will be held 
at The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, on Thursday, October 2nd, 1890. 
T. H. Esq., F.R.C.V.S., President. 


AGENDA. 


10. 0—Council Meeting. 
10.30—Opening Remarks by the Chairman. 
10.45—Receive and adopt the Secretary’s Report. 
11. 0—Consider the Committee’s Report on the Rules. 
11.15—Major Subject I. “Soundness and Unsound- 
ness of Horses,’ by Mr. G. A. Banham, 
F.R.C.V.S. The Discussion will probably be 
opened by Prof. McCall. 
2.30—Elect Officers for 1890—(a) President; (b) Six 
Vice-Presidents ; (¢) 12 Members of Council ; 
(d) Treasurer; (e) General Secretary. 
Elect Professor W. Pritchard (Ex-President) a 
Life Vice-President. 
3. 0—Resume the discussion on Soundness &e. 


N.B. The reading of any Paper, and the opening dis- 
cussion of each Paper, is not to exceed 20 minutes ; and 
each subsequent speaker is not to exceed 10 minutes 
without permission of the Chairman, by Rule ix1v. 


THE ANNUAL DINNER. 


The Annual Dinner of this Society will be held 
at 6.30 p.m., on the Ist October, at the Café Royal, 
Regent Street. 

As many members of the Profession attending the 
opening of the Veterinary College may wish, to join 
their friends, the members of the Society, in the even- 
ing, though not themselves members, the Council has 
considered this question and will issue ticksts for that 
purpose. The Dinner Tickets will be 10/6 each, 
exclusive of wine, to members and non-members alike. 
Those gentlemen who propose attending the dinner 
will greatly oblige by sending their names to Mr. F. 
Wraec, 17 Church Lane, Whitechapel, or to the 
Manager, Café Royal. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


“ne Quarterly meeting of the Midland Counties, 
Veterinary Association, was held at the Swan Hotel, 
Stafford, August 8th, 1890. 


Present: The President, F.M. Wr. 

agg, Professor 
ritchard ; Messrs. Blakeway, Smith , Wiggins, Met- 
Cok. Tipper, Barling, Olver, Merrick, Jones, Trigger, 
Pritchard W. S. Carless, F. J. Carless, 
Ho ys Beddard, Pennington, Dickinson, 


The Secretary read th inutes of i 
meeting, which were sy 
fro _— of apology for non-attendance were then read 
Ponbs oho Simpson, Professors Walley, Williams, and 
sad Verney, Taylor, Kidd, Proctor, 
2 SEcRETaRy read a letter from Mr. Perrins, 

he his membership of the Association. 
HAIRMAN said Mr. Perrins was a very old mem- 
es of the Association, and he was sure they would be 

4 sorry for him to resign. 

was proposed that Mr. Perrins be asked to with- 


draw his resignation, and the proposer thought that if 
some member would speak to Mr. Perrins he would 
withdraw it. 

The motion having been seconded was carried 
unanimously. 

The CuarkMAN said if it was the wish of the meeting 
he would write to Mr. Perrins himself, as they were very 
old friends. Mr. Barling offered to present the resolu- 
tion to Mr. Perrins. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Blakeway, 
desiring to resigu the position he held representing the 
Midland Society as Life Governor on the Defence and 
Benevolent Society. 

Mr. Triacer said he should be very sorry if Mr. 
Blakeway resigned his connection with them, and his 
life governorship. When this latter was conferred upon 
him, he (the speaker) was secretary of this Association 
at the time, and there was a general opinion that this 
honour should be conferred upon Mr. Blakeway. There 
was a universal feeling that he was the man for such an 
honour. He would suggest that Mr. Blakeway be 
asked to hold his resignation over until the General 
Meeting. He thought there would then be such an 
expression of opinion as would please him. 

Mr. Buakeway said an enquiry had been made as to 
reasons for his resignation. He was in the Defence 
and Benevolent Society when it was first formed. He 
contributed a guinea per annum for years, and he 
strongly opposed the advance to five guineas. He be- 
lieved it was wrong for the new members, because many 
could not afford to pay that sum down. And not only 
that, but old men who had subscribed 20 or 30 years— 
because they hoped to take their sons into partnership 
were told that they lost all benefit if they did so. He 
maintained that this was an abominable shame. If 
they made a proposition like that to Manchester or 
Liverpool men they would hardly get a hearing. The 
Society had been a very compromising one. Every case 
which came forward the: officers tried to compromise. 
One well-fought battle was worth 50 compromises. 
Again the so-called annual meetings were only held 
every five or six years. He was not privileged to attend 
/any meetings except the annual meetings, and what 
could he say then? The Benevolent funds were not being 
used in the way they might be. The widow was often 
not helped at all. 

A member—I beg your pardon. These cases are 
brought forward at the ordinary meetings. 

Mr. Buakeway: Why have I not been called to 
them / It is a farce for me to remain a governor. That 
is the reason why I resign. 

A Member: Mr. Blakeway is mistaken in saying 
that no cases are defended. We have never yet had 
occasion to defend any case. [ have opposed any coin- 
promise. The plaintiff has always withdrawn. , Every 
claim that has been made we have carried resolutions te 
defend, but it has never been necessary. 

A Member: I belong to a good firm and I found 
that I had to pay the £5, and my father had to pay the 
same. If only one joined it would be of no benefit to 
us. If they were so successful in preventing litigation 
they could not be going to much expense, alt they 
must have a large amount of money in hand. 

Mr. Triccer referred to a case which cost £250, of 
which the society paid £50. 

Mr. Buakeway having been requested to withdraw 
his resignation, then said he would do so if it was the 
wish of the meeting. He only wished to do what they 
wanted him to do. He would therefore remain in 
office until the next annual meeting. 

Mr. R. Hiri, Leek, and Mr. R. Witson, Perry Barr, 
were elected members of the Association. 

The following gentlemen were nominated for mem- 
bership :—Messrs. F. Arron (Tutbury) ; J. R. Caress, 
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W. L. (Gloucester); F. J. 
ARLEss (Stafford). 

The Secrerary read a letter from the Central 
Veterinary Association enclosing resolutions with refer- 
ence to the prevention of rabies. 

The CHarrMAN said he might remark that these 
resolutions had been sent to other  assvciations, 
and there they had been voted upon without discussion. 

The Secretary proposed that the various resolu- 
tions should be put to the meeting and voted upon 
seriatim without discussion. 

The proposition being seconded was carried unani- 
mously. 

The resolutions being put to the meeting were adop- 
ted unanimously. 
Midland 

The CuarrMAN said the next business was the dis- 
cussion of the question “ A New Charter ; is it needed ?” 

The meeting at first voted in favour of the New 
Charter, but as several members remained neutral the 
CuatrMAN said he should like the matter to be discussed 
that day. He would feel very much strengthened by 
their vote as he was a member of the Council. 

Mr. Merrick thought the question had been well 
thrashed out. 

Mr. Tirrer proposed that the matter be deferred 
to the next meeting as, with Professor PrircHarp’s 
address to follow, there would be no time to discuss the 
question of a charter. 

The Secretary said it did not seem there was any 
doubt in the minds of the majority about the desira- 
bility of obtaining a new charter. The questions were 
when should it be and what should it contain, but they 
had no time to discuss those questions then. 

Mr. Trerer remarked that the Chairman had not 
counted the neutral votes. 

Mr. Pritcnarp: Neutral votes neither tell for nor 
against a resolution, the vote was carried unanimously, 
there was no disentient. 

The CuarrMAN in reply said he should take it as 
the opinion of the meeting that a New Charter was 
required, 

Mr. Triccer: There was no vote against it. 

The CuarrMan ; [ suppose we are to communicate with 
the Central Society as to the result of the yote. I 
should say it was carried nem. con. 

Mr. Tiprer said it did not appear that the neutrals 
had any part in the, result, but of course he bowed to 
the ruling of the Chairman. 

The following address was then given :— 


FISTULA HORSES, 
By Profesor Prrrenarv, London. 


He said he had at first intended to read ; 

on the subject, but he found that the ‘aaa 
was so large that it would take a much longer 
time to produce what he would like to say Pt 
he could give. He should not therefore attempt 
to exhaust the subject, but proposed to make a ri 
remarks on fistula in the horse, its cause, its symptoths 
the treatment which was generally adopted, and to sav 
a few words on the results of certain cases which had 
come within his own knowledge. They were in th 
habit of using the words “ fistula” and “sinus” y : 
frequently, and in 99 times out of 100 the terms were =a 
syhonymously, a sinuous wound being considered a fis- 
tulous wound, and vice versa. There was however “ 

difference between the two. If they got a eked on 
this character, having one external opening leading jetea 
sac or sacs, that wound was a sinus but if Pia 
met with a wound of smaller character that hal 
nearly all the characteristics of a sinus, but with more than 


(For resolutions see report of last. 


one opening, say between the vagina and the rectum, 
that was a fistula. Supposing they met with a case of 
a sinuous wound in the withers or pole, where there 
was a canal running from one part of the wound to 
another, that was a fistula. Take an opening on the 
parotid duct or the jugular vein, where it simply led in- 
to a cavity, that wasasinus. Different kinds of these 
wounds were met within the body. They would not 
unfrequently find a tube into the blind extremity of the 
ear; cases were also found in the parotid duct, the 
jugular vein, and commonly in the coronets, pole, and 
withers. They must bear in mind that no part of the 
body was free from fistula, or might become affected with 
it. They must also recollect that fistule were found 
where the structures were lowly organized. such as white 
fibrous tissue. Materials made up partly of such sub- 
stances were particularly subject to these wounds. In 
the withers, the pole, and indeed wherever they found 
large quantities of white tissue it was common for these 
wounds iv degenerate into fistule. | The most trouble- 
some wounds, however, were involved in another struc- 
ture ; he meant cartilage. How common it was to 
hear that the most difficult cases of fistula in the withers 
were those which affected the spines of the vertebre. 
That statement was not quite correct. It was not the 
spine but one of its belongings, viz. cartilage. The 
bone itself was too vascular, it would die and thus get 
rid of its enemy. The disease would be found in the 
tip of the spinal process. He would not only say what 
others had said, but he would go further and say that 
the most difficult matter was where the cartilage was in- 
volved. A word nextly with reference to the character 
of the wound. Itwasacaval. If of recent date they 
would find that the walls were thin, the interiors cover- 
ed with soft granulations, and the discharge from the 
wound watery in character. But if they dealt witha 
wound of long standing they would find the walls thick, 
the granulations forming almost an epithelial layer, the 
discharge smaller in quantity, and also that probing 
broke down the granulations on the internal surfaces, 
which it did not do in a case of a recent wound. He 
had seen sinuses a quarter of an inch thick. Sometimes 
there was no external opening at all, but the wound was 
none the less fistula. An abscess might exist for weeks 
and they would find sinuses, but it was none the less 
fistula. Passing on to the causes of fistula, it was some- 
times congenital. A sinuous wound might exist in the 
region of the root of the ear, and there was no defect to 
which horses were subject which might be mpre easily 
hidden. The orifice would be found in the extreme I 
ferior part of the external opening. They would find 
a small quantity of starchy matter exuding —_ This com- 
plaint tended to make the horse very irritable, and was 
as much a case of unsoundness as having spavins in both 
hocks. _It should be their first thought when exami 
ing a horse for soundness. The complaint existed 
prior to birth. Another cause was an abnormal col 
dition of the navel cord. The disease again sometimes 
supervered on an abscess in any part of the body where 
there was a want of vitality, and might arise from ul- 
ceration and sloughing. An animal might receive * 
blow from the shaft of a cart. No wound might be made 
but such an amount of injury might be inflicted that 
the part died and sloughed. This might produce * fis- 
tulous wound. Ulceration was liable to occur to any 
bone in the whole skeleton. He had a case in his _ 
in which a horse was kicked on the tibia, where tha 
was the case. A wound of any kind might be follow 
by the formation ofa fistula or sinus. One we ~ 
would mention as being, he believed, fresh ground = 
ken by himself, and that was that a fistulous wound W 
often the result of castration. 

The foundation of all treatment of fistula was 
horse’s system should be made as healthy @s 


that the 
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and their aim should be, if anything, to raise it above 

There were numbers of cases in the human being 
where running wounds had been cured by sending the 
patients to the seaside, and the same rule or principle 
applied to horses. In all cases nothing would bring 
cas more to aid the surgeon in his local treatment than 
a thoroughly healthy constitution. He had known cases 
where the administration of mineral tonics had proved 
beneficial. Let them try that treatment in cases where 
they had alarge wound to be healed by the first inten- 
tion. What could possibly help them more than a 
healthy state of the body? They knew very well that 
a wound under such circumstances would often heal ten 
times as quickly as it would otherwise, since the healing 
process was carried on with assistance of the vital powers. 
He thoroughly believed in the free use of the knife to 
fistula of the withers, or of any part of the body where 
the knife was admissible. He advocated the removal 
of the part altogether. Percival had said very truly 
“ A sinus well opened is half cured,’ and in 99 cases out 


of 100 there was no danger in doing that, as the wounds | 


were not sufficiently deep-seated to put the animal in 
peril. He did not advocate this treatment in all cases, 
as for example when the wound lay between the vagina 
and the rectum ; in this matter as indeed in all others 
they must use their discretion. | Even supposing there 
were a great deal of hcemorrhage a pledget of cotton 
wool properly placed would remove all danger. Another 
feature in the treatment was the injection of stimulants 
or caustics. A friend of his in the North obtained his 
best results with a solution of bichloride of mercury, 
which was acted on in some particular way by the water 
obtained froma pit close at hand. Ability in using 


such remedies as sulphate, acetate, or chloride of zinc | 
was the main thing to be considered when the injection | 


was doing, the principal point being to know when the 
solution was sufficiently strong. All the agents he had 
named were good ; for his part he liked chloride of zine 
best ; the great thing was to get the right proportion, 
and this knowledge could only be gained by experience. 


If the discharge continued to be ichorous the strength 


must be increased. In the human being they would be 
able to see if the solution was too strong by external 
evidences, but these were lacking in the horse: If the 
discharge increased without its healthy character increas- 
ing they might be sure the solution was too strong. If 
the discharge decreased in quantity and improved in 
quality the strength of the solution might be increased. 
In cases of quittor he was in the habit of laying it open, 
and then using Sir William Burnett’s fluid, i.c. a satura- 
ted solution of chloride of zinc. He usually found one 
injection sufficient. They might say he would not be 
able to cure coal pit and railway horses by this treat- 
ment, but let him tell them thay if they wanted school- 
mg in bad cases the Midland Railway in London would 
give them a fair education. In a case of quittor let 
them get the knife fairly to the bottom and one injec- 
tion would be sufficient. The same materials might be 
— as tents by passing them in a solid form to the 
ottom of the sinus, and leaving it to slough. This 
was a very good practice. But they could not use some 
agents in this way with the same impunity as they could 
others ; arsenic for instance—why was this? That was 
4a regular question in examinations, and the reply was 
_ as regular—becaused it is absorbed. As a matter 
: -s if every particle were absorbed it would not do 
ny harm, because they would never use as much as ten 
grains, a dose which might be given internally with im- 
punity. The reason was that as long as the smallest 
particle of arsenic existed in the wound it acted as a 
Pat caustic. Bichloride of mercury thus put into a 
bebe | was acted upon by the albuminous matter, under- 
cael ecomposition, and became inert. Setons were 
eumes used; he did not propose to say anything 


about them. Plastic applications were of value in fis- 
tula of the parotid duct. Pressure was sometimes ap- 
plied so as to cause such an amount of interference with 
the lining membrane that adhesion of the surfaces took 
place. There was no reason why blisters should not be 
used more frequently. He had not succeeded so well 
with drainage as he would have liked, partly because of 
the difficulty of keeping the horse quiet. The tube got 
moved out of position and ceased to act, or did not do 
its work so well as it should. Fistula was sometimes 
followed by deformity. 1t might involve materials 
coutaining a large amount of fibrine, as in poll evil. 
There might be a discharge of foeces through the vagina 
or of urine through the anus. Some cases were dis- 
tinctly incurable. They might be in such a situation 
that it was impossible to operate upon them, as in the 
region of the flank. As an instance he had seen a horse 
that had staked itself. The stake passed through to 
the pelvis, with the result that there was now an en- 
larged condition of the bone as big as an orange. _Pas- 
sing on to the subject of scirrhous cords, they were often 
found following upon castration. They might say that 
if they castrated properly they would not find scirrhous 
cords, but he had seen them follow every way of castra- 
tion. Some liked the iron or a wooden clamp, or the 
écraseur, but it was all the same. They had ,been told 
that it was due to some microbe. He had seen a case of 
tumefaction of the cord in ten days as large as the fist, 
but sometimes there would be nothing seen for years, 
then an abscess would form and they would obtain all 
the characteristic symptoms. He believed the disease 
to be due to the end of the cord not properly healing, 
the granulation not being healthy, and when they got 
anything more or less the case was one of a fistulous 
nature. They mightsay that they had no sinus in 14 
days. That was right; they might have no fistula, 
_bnt on the other hand they might. In fact they were 
almost certain to have one. If they examined the cord 
in an animal which was gone two or three years, where 
|there was an enlargement no bigger than a walnut, 
there they would find a sinus. The radical means of 
treatment was amputation of the cord higher up. In 
some cases the thickening of the cord was so high that 
it was important to go as far as the sinus may be traced ; 
but they would have no difficulty in passing a probe in. 
_ They must amputate as high as they could get, and they 
would be just as successful as if they got above it. And 
why? Because in severing the cord they set up enough 
inflammation to destroy the rest of the sinus. He had 
never yet failed in a single instance. 


Several members entered into the discussion which 
followed and most agreed with the Professor in his 
treatment of fistula, several, however, laying more 
stress on the beneficial effect of the hot iron than the Pro- 
fessor seemed to do. Doubts were also expressed as 
to the truth of the Professor’s theory of the origin of 
scirrhous cord. These and other questions Professor 
Pritchard then replied to. The meeting was brought 
to an end by an unanimous and hearty vote of thanks 
| to the Professor for his address, and by a similar vote 
to the President for his conduct in the chair. 
| The members afterwards dined together. Amongst 
the toasts the health of Messrs. Carless and Son, of 
Stafford, who had previously entertained the members 
at lunch, was received with cheers and expression of good 
will from the members generally. 

The next meeting will be in Derby, on the second 
Friday in November. 


Foor anp Mouts Disease Missovri.—The Veterin- 
ary Officer has, in a circular, called attention to the 


prevalence of the disease in that State. 
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SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of this Association was held in the North 
Eastern Hotel, Darlington, on Friday, June 20th, 1890, 
Jno. Nerre.rton, Esq., President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed. 
The resolutions re Rabiesfrom the Central Veterinary 
Society were considered and it was decided “ that this 
Association is of opinion that more active measures 
should be taken in the areas in which rabies has appeared 
with a view to its suppression.” 

The election of officers was next proceeded with when 
Mr. G. T. Pickertne, F.R.C.V.S., was elected President. 
Messrs. A. Peete, M.R.C.V.S. and H. GetstHorPe, 
M.R.C.V.S., Vice- Presidents. 

Mr. F. R. Srevens, M.R.C.V.S., re-elected Treasurer. 
Mr. W. Awopg, F.R.C.V.S., re-elected Secretary, and 
Messrs. G. E. Nasu, M.R.C.V.S., and H. 
re-elected Auditors. 

Mr. Tuomas Bownitt, M.R.C.V.S., Darlington, was 
nominated a member, and Drs. Ironsipgs, Darlington ; 
Hutcuinson, Northallerton ; Garpiner, Darlington ; 
and Bishop Auckland, as Honorary 
Associates. 

Professor WALLEY read a paper on “ Variola Equina 
and its relations to other Eruptive Diseases,’ which 
proved very interesting, and a good discussion followed, 
after which he was accorded a hearty vote of thanks. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 


The first Annual Meeting of this Association was held 
in the North Eastern Hotel, Darlington, on Friday, 
September 12th, 1890, at 4 pn. Jno, Nerre.ron, Esq. 
in the Chair. There were also present Professor W1L- 
uiAMs, Edinburgh; Tuomas Greaves, Manchester ; 
G. T. Prckertne, York; A. Peete, West Hartlepool ; 
F. R. Svevens, Darlington; G. E. Nasu, Richmond ; 
H. Darlington; W. E. Lawrence 
Stockton-on-Tees; W. T. Brias, Darlington ; THos, 
Bownttt, Darlington and the Secretary. Mr. Toppy was 
also present as a visitor. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. J. E. Prete, Durham: Jno. Fryer, Kirkby 
Fleetham ; and Mr. Moor, President of North of 
England Veterinary Medical Association. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed 
Mr. Smira, M.R.C.V.S.. Bishop Auckland, 
and Mr, Tuomas Riskasy, M.R.C.V.S., Guisbro’, were 
nominated for membership. Mr,T. M.R.C.V 
Darlington, was unanimously elected a member of the 
Association, 

The discussion of “ A New Charter, is it 1 ” 
deferred to the next meeting, the 
structed to ,procure copies of Mr. Hunting’s pa t for 
to peruse meantime. 

1e TREASURER then presented hi 
r. NeTre.ton having vacated the chair 
vole was accorded him for his 
PIcKERING read his Inaugural Address as 

Allow me to thank you for electing n i 
Society, will to do ‘the. 
good. It is not my intention to give a long pa a " 
any special subject, but to bring before you a f the 

Sssion, This Society as you are aware i 
young this being the first Annual hee. bo 

au sure we owe our best thanks to our late Presid ~ t 
and Secretary who, with some others, brought this 


| and special classes, Bacteriology, etc. 


Society to the notice of members in this district, who 
were unable to attend either the Yorkshire or North 
of England Veterinary Medical Associations. I have 
met friends who have the interests of the Profession at 
heart, and we look forward with pleasure to our quar- 
terly meeting, knowing that we shall derive benefit from 
the exchange of opinions one with another. 

Some of the Professors have helped us by giving very 
useful, practical and interesting papers, and the discus- 
sions were taken part in by all the members present. 
We cannot estimate the value of these societies, not 
only to the members but to the profession generally. 
They help to bring about a better feeling amongst the 


.| members of the profession, make it more united asa 


body ; and we sympathise with and advise those of our 
brethren who may happen to need our advice. I need 
not refer to the various other Societies, nor try to tell 
you the great amount of good they have done through- 
out the country. 1 will make a few remarks about 
Pupils, Students, &c. We are getting to our various 
Colleges and Schools a better class of young men. 
Young men who have had good educations and are fit to 
go into any society. Since we have had the Charter 
the public have appreciated our profession more, our 
status has been raised and we have members in the pro- 
fession now who would not have been in it if there had 
been no protection for them when they took their de- 
gree. The examinations are more difficult, the stan- 

dard has been raised. If a young man has not the 
ability to pass the Matriculation Examination as it 
now is, how is it likely that he will pass the more difi- 

cult professional examination he will have to undergo. 

The subjects taught at the Colleges have been increased, 

we have have teachers at our various Schools now, that 

are amongst the best men; who set us an example of 

perseverance and thoroughness which I hope we shall 

try to follow. Various improvements have taken place 

at the Schools, alterations necessary for an increased num- 

ber of students, greater facilities for obtaining knowledge 

What we want are 

young men who love their profession, and make up their 

minds to do their best—that is all we can expect 

them to do. 

“ Doing our duty” means a lot, and if we do that we 
need not fear, for we are bound to succeed, although per 
haps not so well as we should like. The Veterinary 
Student acquires his theoretical knowledge at our 
Schools, and a certain amount of practical, but I do not 
think sufficient practical to enable him to commence 
practice on his own account. Young men little know 
how they will be watched by the public when they get 
their Diploma. They think they are too young and i 
experienced to know much, but if they are practical men 
they can always make a living. 

The College fees have been raised I am glad to see— 
not before time. Considering those at the various Med: 
cal Schools, I think ours are very reasonable. . 
course of Lectures are very similar, medical men - 
amongst the professors, and if we do not pay the aa 
fessors well how can we expect to get the best sical 
What we require are gentlemanly, well educated, prac a 
men. Ours isa noble profession—it can never —, 
us, but we can disgrace it. The public know py 
of employing qualified and experienced men, ane” 
do not care to trust the lives of their valuable yen 
to empirics ; yet it is not always that the cleveres . 
succeed the best, but those who have tact an po 
perience, and know how to manage @ client as we 
patient. 

Veterinary Surgeons, like poets, are bo 
There are plenty of young men who go to col 
they want something to do, they have 10 rea ke riding 
the profession, they are fond of animals, and like 
and driving. When it comes to the every- day 
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practitioner in a mixed practice, who has rough as well 


as smooth, perhaps more of the former, they really do 
not care for the work: especially when the work that 
has to be done is not very clean or agreeable. It is 
necessary, above all things, that practitioners should 
pull together. The public watch us very carefully, and 
nothing pleases them better than when they find us 
differing in opinion. We must be united if we desire to 
do any good, and raise the status of the profession. 
What brings our profession to more ridicule than seeing 
two professional witnesses in court, and hearing one 
swearing one thing and another the other. There will 
always be differences of opinion, and we shall never be 
able to agree ; but when we disagree let us do it, not as 
if we were trying to show up our opponent’s ignorance 
before others, and Jead them to suppose that neither of 
us know very much about what we are saying. Let us 
help each other whenever we possibly can. In unity 
there is strength. It is for the good of the profession 
that we should be united, and by helping each other we 
help ourselves. Our profession, although a young one, 
has made very rapid strides during the last few years. 
I don’t suppose, in so short a space of time, any profes- 
sion has come so prominently before the public. The 
Government have not recognised our profession like the 
different foreign governments on the Continent and 
elsewhere, and we don’t receive state aid, but we owe our 
position in a great many ways to the industry, usefulness 
and example of some of our most prominent members. 
The wonderful discoveries in medicine, the different and 
more scientific ways of treating our patients. When we 
look over some of the old works on medicines we marvel 
at the large and injurious doses that were given, and 
wonder what was the therapeutic action, and with what 
success the animal patients were treated. The great 
uuprovements in surgery, human and veterinary, we all 
know. Where wounds, &c., are now treated antisepti- 
cally they were at one time left to chance and a good 
constitution. Referring to the Ninth Clause, there are 
numbers of members who are well able to represent us 
im the Council who have not taken the Fellowship 
degree. They have not the time for reading, they are 
too old, as it were, and do not care to go before a Board 
of Examiners and be examined. I think a certain num- 
ber might be elected by the profession, fit and proper 
men, and that they should be granted the Honorary 
Fellowship degree. We cannot afford to be divided, we 
are too small a profession, we shall never have much 
power if we do not pull together. I should advise all 


young practitioners not to give up their reading, but | 


thee it up, and take the Fellowship degree as soon as 
Ns ey can. It is hard to commence reading when we 
ave been in practice for a few years, we do not care to 
settle down to study whev we find how rusty we have 
got, but if we keep up our reading, doing a little every 
mg vr In our spare time, it becomes a pleasure, and does 
; men in our every-day practical work. There is 
feed y of scope for good practical men—men who know 
a pena and whose positions are made by their own 
- _ ty and perseverance. We cannot all expect to 
: © the top of the ladder—let us aim high, for if we 

«o not try we shall never succeed. 
A literature has improved, we have some valuable 
“oe our text-books are better and more fitted for 
het attempt to compare our literature with 
bl e medical profession, but we have their valu- 

«ble books to refer to, 

Poned important subject that affects most of us—the 
nee tation of horses as to soundness and our liability. 
une liable for large amounts we must raise our 
rent me jon fees. One thing is certain, that we must 
“ae re everything abnormal we find, of course it would 
ino reject every horse that is not perfectly sound, 
© can give our opinion on the defects detected in 
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| the examination. We cannot be too particular or 
| thorough, and before a man can become an expert he 
must have had plenty of practical experience. If we are 
not found negligent or lacking professional skill, and 
_have done our best, who can find fault? There will 
always be differences of opinion conscientiously arrived 
-at. What one will call “ coarse hocks ” another will call 
'“spavin,” and as long as the horse examined does not 
go lame perhaps no fanlt will be found, but if he does, 
it is called spavin at once. We cannot be too careful, 
we must go about our examinations in a methodical 
/manner, not flying from one part to another ; our eye- 
sight and hearing must be well developed, and we must 
possess an educated touch. What some old and ex- 
perienced practitioners would not have the slightest 
hesitation about passing, a younger practitioner might 
hesitate about, perhaps reject the horse—another pass 
him. One horse so passed might do his work for years ; 
and, although the young practitioner has not had suffi- 
cient confidence in his own judgment, yet he had better 
reject a few horses that are not legally but practically 
sound,than pass to a client an unsound animal, We cannot 
always please the vendors—we have not always the facil- 
ities for a thorough examination, especially at sales, yet 
if we have had a fair practical experience, go about our 
work in a thorough methodical manner, mention what 
we detect, although the opinion given may not always 
be right, yet we have called our client’s attention to it. 

I have no doubt in time we shall have specialists for 
the examination of horses. They will be better paid, and 
they will devote their time principally to this branch of 
the profession. 

A few remarks on the Veterinary Defence Society. 
We did intend forming a new society, to be called the 
“ Yorkshire and General Defence Society,” but I see 
from a circular sent out by Mr. Greaves the other day, 
that the old Society intend reducing their entrance fees 
from five guineas to one guinea, and the annual sub- 
scription to ten shillings and sixpence. I have no doubt 
we shall join the old Society. The new Society thought 
the fees were too high, and the great amount of the 
| entrance fee prevented members joining who otherwise 

would have joined long ago, kuowing full well the bene- 
fit to be derived from being « member of such a useful 
Society. We do not expect these Societies to protect 
those who are negligent about their work, but those who, 
after using ordinary care and skill in performing the 
various operations entrusted to them, and are sued by 
their clients because they have not beeu successful. 
_ A lot is being done by the Veterinary Department of 


the Privy Council to stamp out the various contagious 
diseases amongst the domesticated animals of this 
country. Inoculation has been tried with varied success, 
| Compulsory slaughter is now necessary, and all animals 
affected with pluero-pneumonia, and those that have 
‘been in contact with them are destroyed, the places 
| disinfected, and the owners receive full compensation for 
the animals destroyed. 1 have no doubt if these mea- 
sures are thoroughly carried out, that they will have 
the desired effect, and that these frightful diseases will 
soon be stamped out. I think experienced veterinary 
surgeons who could diagnose the various contagious dis- 
eases—who have a good knowledge of pathology and 
morbid anatomy, would have made better inspectors 
than officers of the Army or Navy. 

The election of members of Council is one of the most 
important matters we have to discuss: they are elected 
by the profession to represent them and do all they can 
for their welfare. I do not think we give them sufficient 
credit for what they do—they give their valuable time 
and experience for the good of their profession ; some 
of them travel a great distance, and at great expense. 
The Council consists of some of the best men in the 
profession—men whom we can look up to with pride, 
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and only try to follow in their footsteps. We require 
the best men for both examiners and members of the 
Council, and if these do their duty to the students they 
examine, and do the best they can for the welfare of the 
profession—what can we expect more than this! No 
doubt some would like to be in their places, but could 
they do better? Before sitting down allow me to thank 
Professor Williams and Mr. Greaves for their great kind- 
ness in coming so far to help us. We know they wish 
us every success—we should be glad if they would give 
us their views on some of the subjects mentioned. 


Mr. Greaves said that no satisfactory conclusion 
had been arrived at as to soundness, and he knew 
of some of the ablest and most experienced veterinary 
surgeons, who said they had examined many horses 
and rejected them for spavin, which had never gone 
lame for an hour. He thought that they must throw 
more responsibility upon the buyer, and after pointing 
out’ such things as enlarged hocks, &c., tell their clients 
that they must use their own judgment. 

Professor WiLLIAMs said it was all very well to throw 
the responsibility upon the buyer when it could 
be done, but there were many trivial things not worth 
mentioning. It was all very well when they were 
dealing with a man who knew anything about the 
animal he was buying, but they could not do it in the 
case of the man who knew nothing. Speaking of 
pleuro-pneumonia, he said it was a reflection upon the 
profession that the veterinary surgeon called in—after 
the inspector, who might be a policeman, had declared 
pleuro-pneumonia to exist—to see an animal slaugh- 
tered, should have to pack the liver and send it to the 
Royal College. If a mistake had been made, and the 
veterinary surgeon had so saying, sent his private diag- 
nosis to London with the liver, did they think they 
would give him credit for it if his diagnosis was veri- 
~ ? i. o, they se say he had inade a mistake. 

r. STEVENS thought it well to point out ey 
that they noticed to the buyer. 

The Prestpent having made a few concluding re- 

marks, the discussion was closed. 


THe DINNER. 


The members subsequently dined together ; 
hotel. The President the Pie The loyal 
toasts were given by the President and duly honoured 
and Mr. Nettleton then proposed “ The Army Navy, 
and Auxiliary Forces,” which was responded to by the 
oe Mr. Peele, and Mr. Bowhill, 

The Prestpenr gave the toast of “ i 
the Royal College of Veterinary 

Mr. Greaves, the oldest member of the Council, in 
responding, said it was their duty to see that more 
= and better veterinary surgeons were produced. 

ut somehow it was not done. One of their best tea- 
chers had said they did not turn out as many practical 
men nowadays as they used to do 10 or 15 years ago 
(Hear, hear). There was more science and a os 
number of teachers perhaps going more duals int 
science, but they turned out men who were little él : 
than scientists. Show them a lame horse and some of 
those with a diploma and something more, the higl a 
marks, would tell them the horse was lame a 
opposite foot to the one which he was lame on My a 
put them in a sick box and the chances were he | wuld 
be completely at sea. (Hear, hear.) He ho ed th 
time would come when there would be a protec t ld 
off to see every student perform every operatio1 (Hee 
heat. 1. (Hear, 

vr. GREAVES proposed the to “ i 
Schools,” and said Williams 
tical teacher. 

Professor WiLLIAMs said that practical teac 


very essential, but he disagreed Mr. G hing was 


reaves in some 


respects: because there was more practical teaching 
given now than there was a few years ago; but in the 
days when they went to college, those who went to col- 
lege knew something about animals before they went. 
Now they had young men from all grades of society. 
some not fitted at all to be veterinary surgeons, and 
it was impossible to teach them the practical part of 
the profession. (Applause.) In that respect they 
were under great disadvantages to what they were 30 or 
40 years ago. 

Professor WILLiAMs proposed the toast of “ Success 
to the Association,’ which he said was composed of 


_practical men, and which he was glad to see was suc- 


cessful. (Applause). 

Mr. Awopk, hon. sec., responded. 

Mr. Stevens then proposed the health of “The 
Visitors,” to which Mr. Topp, jun., responded, and the 
proceedings concluded. 

W. AwneE, Hon. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


PROSECUTION OF A VETERINARY SURGEON. 


Mr. Harold Leeney, veterinary surgeon, of East Grin- 
stead, appeared in answer to a summons charging him 
with cruelly illtreating and torturing a horse.—Mr. T. 
Duerdin Dutton prosecuted on behalf of the R.S.P.C.A. 
and Mr. W. C. Cripps defended.—Mr. Dutton at the out- 
set, applied that the summons might be amended. It 
was taken out under the first part of the section of the 
Act and he wanted it under the second, which dealt with 
the causing of cruelty —Mr. Cripps said he had no ob- 
jection whatever to any amendment, as his client desired 
the very fullest investigation into the case.—The sum- 
mons was then amended to read, “ did cause to be cruelly 
illtreated and tortured.’”—Mr. Dutton then proceeded to 
explain that the defendant was a veterinary surgeot 
practising in East Grinstead, a man of great skill and 
respectability, and he was charged with causing a horse 
to be illtreated and tortured on August 18th. The Royal 
Society had had all the facts laid before it and had come 
to the conclusion that it was a case which ought to be 
taken up. There were upon either side eminent pro- 
fessional men who were members of the committee of the 
society and it was a very painful position indeed for them 
to have to occupy. If he proved his case he should ask 
for the fullest penalty to be inflicted. : 

James Wren, a labourer, living at East Grinstead, said 
on Monday, August 18th, he was working at Mr. Turners 
house in Maypole Road. About half-past five he saw 
defendant in a field near, dressing a horse’s leg. His 
groom and Mr, Tingley were with him. The horse was 
then on its side. About an hour later he saw the horse 
sitting on its hind quarters and standing on its fore 
legs. It tried to get up, but could not. ‘The defendant , 
groom then came out and unbuckled the bridle ret, 
which had got round one leg. Mr. Leeney then _ 
out and pulled the horse over on to its side and let! 
lay. At eight o’clock the same evening the horse - 
still there and groaning. He did not hear this groaning 
before Mr. Leeney pulled it over. He did not hear! 
groan many times. “don 

Henry Tingley, cowman to Sir Edward Blount, a a 
the date named the defendant asked him to lend 4 ae 
in unnerving a horse. -The horse was led from the #9 
to the field, the hobbles were fixed, and the anim — 
thrown. The groom then administered chloroform, 
Mr. Leeney unnerved the horse, the operation co 
more than half an hour, When witness left the 
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had not recovered from the chloroform. It had no | badly, and must have been suifering intense pain. He 
covering, and did not want it. Witness had never seen | should judge the injury was beyond all skill to remedy. 
the horse since. Defendant told witness he thought he| He had had 45 years’ experience with cattle. If the 
had hurt the horse’s back—Cross-examined: lt was a | owner of the horse knew the nature of the injury it was 
fine evening, and there was plenty of grass in the field. | gross cruelty to leave it unkilled. No doubt the injury 
The cuts in the leg, made for the unnerving, were | was caused when the horse was thrown. It could have 
properly bandaged up. been ascertained at once whether there really was injury 
Thomas Gear, a young lad, said he lived at Mr. | to the spine by pricking the tail.—Cross-examined ; Wit- 
Turner’s on August 18th, and he saw the operation per- | ness pricked the tail, there was no motion, which shewed 
formed. At eight o’clock that evening he heard the him the spine was injured. Witness had administered 
horse groaning, and saw it trying to get up. He was chloroform. Animals groaned slightly when recovering 
then nearly twenty yards from the horse. It could not | from its effects. He was not able to say that the horse’s 
get up, but it wheeled round. back was broken, A severe sprain of the muscles of the 
Mr. Harry Turner, auctioneer, of East Grinstead, said | back would produce all he saw. He should kill it under 
at 8.15, on August 18th, he saw the horse lying alone | such circumstances if the sprain was so severe as he 
in the field. It was then struggling about and trying to | judged. He should not kill for a simple sprain. There 
get up. It fell back exhausted and moaned for awhile. | was no symptom of pain beyond the groaning. 
It then had another struggle and acted just as witness| Professor Pritchard, M.R.C.V.S., said he was formerly 
had seen a horse act before with its back broken. At 9.15|a teacher in the Royal College, and was now on_ the 
the horse was still doing the same, and it appeared to be | committee of the R.S.P.C.A. The effect of chloroform 
suffering badly. At 9.35 witness saw it again, still ap- | on a horse was to render it insensible if given in a sufli- 
parently suffering. He had previously complained to | cient quantity. The length of time its effects were 
the police. A few minutes later defendant drove up, | visible varied. At the time the horse was struggling, he 
and witness’s father said, “Is this your horse, Mr. | should say it was not under the influence of chloroform. 
Leeney!”” Defendant said it was,and Mr. Turner | He should have formed the opinion there was some 
replied, “ You ought to know better than keep it in this | injury to the spine had he seen the horse in the position 
state all this time. I have taken on myself to send for | described. He should think it had suffered very great 
the po’ice.’ Mr. Leeney answered that the horse had} pain. He thought the defendant could have told 
been under chloroform, but he thought it had injured | whether or not the spine was in jured, If the defendant 
its spine. Mr. Turner said, “Well, he’s not under | knew that an injury to the spine had occurred, it was an 
chloroform now, that is quite evident.’ Mr. Leeney | act of cruelty to leave the horse three or four hours, If 
then went in, fetched a gun, and was going to shoot the | there was an injury it would be incurable, and his 
horse, but a constable would not let him. It did not | duty was to have it killed there and then.—By the 
appear to witness to be then under the effects of chloro- | Bench: A mere muscular sprain would not cause the 
form. It plunged about the field, but could not get on | insensibility in the back spoken of by Mr. Tully. The 
its legs. effects of chloroform would be visible about twenty 
Mr. David Dadswell, farmer and miller, of the Wire minutes or half an hour.—Cross-examined : The opera- 
Mill, said on the evening of August 18th defendant came | tion of neurotomy was a humane one, and it relieved 
to his place, about 23 miles from Maypole-road, and | pain. In the month of August an open field would be 
stayed there about half-an-hour attending to a horse. | a proper place to perform it. He had frequently cast 
In conversation with witness, Mr. Leeney said he had or | horses in a field. The horse might be left in the field 
was afraid he had injured a horse’s spine that evening in | after the operation, but it would be a bad course of 
throwing it. He made some further remark about his procedure. The cold or weather would uot affect it. 
men not being used te it or being afraid of it. He said Groaning was always a sign of pain ina horse. Witness 
something also about it being the first time anything of | would not wait more than half an hour before killing 
the kind had happened to him. A day or two later | a horse, if he saw it was paralysed in its hind quarters, 
defendant told him the police had killed his mare, and! Joha Lucas, R.S.P.C.A. Inspector, produced some 
said he did not know on the evening whether it was letters written by the defendant in reference to the case. 
chloroform or a broken back, but he found out after- | The first was a letter to Mr, Colam, secretary to the 
wards that it was the latter—Cross-examined: His | R.S.P.C.A., in which defendant said he should be glad if 
horse was suffering from inflammation of the lungs. he would investigate a case which was being trumped up 
PS. Allman said he received information about the | against him at the instigation of a Mr. Turner and an 
case, and went to Maypole-road, getting there about 9.20. unqualified rival. For the purpose of unnerving 4 hose 
The horse was then lying on the ground, unattended. he had given it a large quantity of chloroform, the effects 
pn groaning, and appeared to be suffering. When of which had not passed off when the operation was com- 
ca endant came home he said, in reply to questions, | pleted. He therefore left it propped up with a sack of 
Yes, I was going to shoot it, only I was stopped by the | chaff, while he went to see a patient, giving the chloro- 
constable. I believe the back is injured. I went to | form time to pass off so that he might determine whether 
a it, and gave it an extra strong dose of chloro- or not the spine had been injured by the throwing. On 
orm, from which it had not recovered when I was called his return a constable on guard refused to allow him to 
away to an important case, and detained longer than I | shoot it. Doubtless the reason of police interference 
expected. I suppose you have had your tobacconist to | was that they, in their wisdom, considered the operation 
“whe Witness said “ the county inspector was there. | of neurotomy was very cruel, while of course it was the 
‘aaa re does he think /”? Mr. Leeney asked. Witness most merciful of any operations known to veterinary 
the im he thought its back was broken, and Mr. Leeney surgeons, especially when chloroform was used. Of 
mene eye out and shot it. Witness did not see the course he could overwhelm the prosecution with very 
a mat or more than ten minutes. It was apparently best possible evidence to this effect, but, at the same 
ae all that time. _ time, it would cause him a lot of expense and worry,and 
Grinst John Tully, veterinary inspector for the East | damage him in the eyes of unthinking persons, which 
was a district, said he saw the horse in the field. It was the object of those concerned in the interference. 
nly en lying on its off side and suffering much pain | He would give the very fullest opportunity for an inves- 
rn “ - injury to the spine. There was no feeling in | tigation, and he hoped Mr. Colam would institute 
the ack,and the hind quarters were paralysed. It was not | enquiries. 
n under the effects of chloroform. The horse groaned! Mr. Cripps said he was indeed very much obliged to 
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the worthy advocate on the other side for having ligh- 
tened, if not their labours, at least the atmosphere of 
the court by the reading of defendant’s letters, doné, no 
doubt, with some good object known only to himse It 
was rare indeed that a person who was being ea 
was found ready to give the names and addressé® of 
every available witness to the other side. Whe an 
application was made by his friend for an amendment to 
the summons, he (Mr. Cripps) at once consented, al- 
though the summons, as drawn up, was not in the proper 
form. Mr, Cripps said he was content to rest his case 
on its merits, and he confidently appealed to the Bench 
to say that the defendant had not been guilty of causing 


any cruelty whatever. He would let all the facts stated 


go undisputed, and would only call the scientific wit- 
nesses. 
Mr. Richard Roberts, M.R.C.V.S., Inspector to the 
Tunbridge Wells Branch of the Royal Society, said he 
had seen the field wherein the operation was performed, 
and he considered it an admirable spot for the purpose. 
There was a splendid soft mould and nice long grass 
over the whole field. The description of the operation 
showed him it was properly done. Mr. Leeney could 
not have left the horse in a better place than in the 
field. It was quite proper to have pulled the animal 
down on to its side instead of allowing it to keep on its 
haunches. He had frequently seen horses after they had 
been chloroformed and operated on unable to rise for 
some time, and he had lifted them with slings. Even 
without chloroform, but after neurotomy, he had seen 
horses unable to rise, and had known them temporarily 
paralysed in both the hind and fore legs, and a perfect 
recovery to take place even after that. It would have 
been exceedingly imprudent on the part of Mr. Leeney 
to have slaughtered the horse immediately after the opera- 
tion. Had he pricked the horse it would not have so com- 
pletely recovered from the effects of the chloroform tv show 
signs whether it felt the pricking or not. When Mr. 
Tully pricked it, the effects of chloroform had, no doubt 
completely passed off. With regard to the groaning, 
he must say that he had kuown plenty of horses in per- 
fect health lay down and groan. so badly that anyone 
must have thought something was amiss with hem. 
The groaning in this case was no sign that the horse 
was suffering at all.—Cross-examined: When the horse 
was struggling and turning round he should think it 
still suffering from. the effects of chloroform. — It might 
frequently happen that in a long, weak-backed horse the 
hind quarters would be paralysed when the fore were 
not. It was not an act of cruelty to leave the horse 
alone with an injury to its spine. It was doubtful if 
Mr. Leeney could have told, positively, an hour after 
the operation, that the horse’s back was broken. 

Mr. W. Hunting, F.R.C.V\S., of London, said he 
agreed with Mr. Roberts in the main. It would be im- 
possible to tell, while the horse was recovering from the 
effects of chloroform, whether there was any permanent 
injury to the spine or not. The description -given of 
the animal pointed to an injury to the spine. but one 
was always meeting with queer cases. He had seen 
horses in the London streets lie down paralysed ap- 
an with a broken back, and then, just as the 

nacker was going to kill them, get up and walk awa 

unhurt. One must wait in such cases before the 
would be justified in killing a horse. Mr. Leene wot 1 
have been a very rash man indeed had he have killed the 
horse directly after the operation even though he might 

have had a suspicion that its back was broken Gon 

examined; Sticking a pin into the tail gave no indi “dl 
tion: whatever that the spine was injured. Mr. Tho ~d 
son: If there had been reason to suppose ‘that ‘the 
spine was injured, would it not have been wise q 

* to do something for the comfort of the henna: 
ness; The only possible thing was to have left a 


man to look after it, but he could not have prevented 
the horse moving about; nor am I prepared to allow 
that moving about causes great pain. I have known 
horses lie in a stable and eat, even with a broken spine. 
—Mr. Gatty: Would it be possible for a veterinary 
surgeon to tell with his hand whether a spine was bro- 
ken ?—No, there might be no displacement, and even if 
there were it might be so deep that the hand could not 
detect it. | He could not have left the horse in a better 
place than in the field. Had he moved it he might have 
done much more harm. The very fact of the horse 
struggling suggests that it did not suffer much pain. 
Any horse, mechanically unable to rise, will struggle and 
groan, whether suffering pain or not. 

Mr. John Roalfe Cox, formerly president of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, said he agreed. in the 
main, with what the two previous witnesses had said. 
He had seen the field in which the operation was per- 
formed. It was quite suitable and the horse could 
scarcely have been left in a better place. Nothing could 
have been done for the comfort of the horse. The 
ground was soft and the grass plentiful—Mr. Dutton: 
If the defendant had suspected an injury to the spine, 
ought he to have left it —It would depend on the extent 
of the injury.—Could he have ascertained the extent /— 
No, not while the horse was recovering from chloroform. 
Groaning may be an indication of pain. It also results 
in natural sleep and is produced artificially by drugs. 

Dr. Fleming, for five years president of the Royal 
College, said he was principal veterinary surgeon to the 
army and as such had had great experience of horses. 
Mr. Leeney could not possibly have diagnosed the injury 
to the back while the horse was recovering from chloro- 
form. The symptoms which had been detailed would 
have been consistent with other than injuries to the 
spine. It would not have been prudent to shoot the 
horse immediately on perceiving those symptoms. He 
should never have done so himself. The field was a very 
good one indeed for.the operation. The horse required 
plenty of fresh air afterwards.—Cross-examined : Mr. 
Leeney did quite right in leaving the horse even if he 
had a suspicion that its spine was injured. Mere 
suspicion should not lead him to kill the animal at once. 
—This closed the case, and the Magistrates, after very 
brief consideration, dismissed the case. Solicitor’s costs 
were allowed to the defendant. 


French Army Veterinary Service. 


A Bill has been introduced in the Chamber by 
Deputy Pajot, with a view to reorganise the veter'- 
nary service. The promoter of the Bill remarks 
that there are now 19 army corps, each with its full 
complement of auxiliary services. But while all 
adjunct branches are classified into a corresponding 
number of divisions, the veterinary service alone '8 
divided into 10, so that for some army corps there 
is One veterinary-principal, and otber principals 
have to take charge of two corps. Besides. the 
veterinary service has not its fair quota of superior 
officers. For 460 veterinary surgeons there are but 
10 such officers, while in proportion to the same 
number, the physicians have 142 and the pharm 
cists 141 superior officers, which is scarcely J 
since pharmacists graduate after three years schoo" 
ing and veterinarians only after four. In place ° 
the present organization, the Bill, without changing 
the number of veterinary surgeons, would establis! 
the following hierarchy. There would be 5 bi 9a 
nary-principals of the first’ class, with the grade 0 
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colonel; 10 principals of the second class, lieutenant- | Mr. Greaves in the columns of this and another Jour- 
colonel; and 10 principals of the third class, major | 2#l. Seeing, however, he has had the unblushing au- 
With the 25 foregoing superior officers it would be dacity to send me, with his compliments, a copy of a 
to wive te enews eroper Kead of reprint of his abusive Article, which, I understand, he is 
my omy gratuitously circulating amongst the profession, I con- 
service, and to keep the others for school or other | sider in justice to myself, the publication of his letters 
detached duties. The remaining officers would be | to me will be the best method of allowing your readers 1; 
classified as follows :—152 veterinary surgeons of | to form their own opinion. I may say that my reason a 
the first class, with the grade of captain; 166 sur- | for writing to Mr. Greaves in the first instance was at ies 
geons, second class, lieutenant ; 117 aid surgeons. the earnest request of Councilmen, Members and Non- 
sub-lientenant. The Bill has been referred to the | embers of the Society, who thought it was a proper 
Military Commission case for the Society to take up. As previously stated 
» in these pages I did not ask Mr. Greaves for help but 
simply wrote suggesting the advisability of the case 
being watched in the interests of the members as, if 
Veterinary Education. conviction followed, a dangerous precedent would be set 
up. The reply I received, dated March Ist, 1890, was 
Until recently the Preliminary examination of | as follows :— ‘ 


a 


veterinary students was rather a formal matter at 
some of the schools, and the consequence was that 
many began the curriculum for M.R.C.V.S. with 
an extremely attenuated knowledge of the three 
R’s. But the Royal College has now given *‘an 
instruction” fora more thorough scholastic edu- 
cation. This is likely to be beneficial, but the 
Royal College would have done better if it had 
taken this examination entirely under its charge, 
and not left it to each educational institution. 
Under the present conditions it is impossible to 
get parity in standards, and this is not a sound 
educational principle.—-Chemist and Druggist. 


American Retaliation. 


The Bill, let it be understood. provides for 
American inspection, but if any foreign Govern- 
ment does not chovse to trust the tribunal so 
appointed, the President of the United States is 
authorised to shut out by way of retaliation any 
products of the offending country which he thinks 
proper to select. For example, if this country 
refuses to allow America to send _ store cattle to 
Britain on the guarantee of American inspectors 
that the animals are sound. the President may 
prohibit the importation of British manufactures 
into the United States. The unwisdom of trusting 
Me American inspectors, who are manifestly biassed. 
as already been fully demonstrated. “The pro- 
posal put in another form amounts to this, that the 
health of the eleven millions of cattle in the United 
tngdom would be entrusted to American inspectors. 
nd this “Yankee notion ” comes, too, from a 


country which maintains one of the most prohibi- 
tive of tariffs. 


“ Dear Sir,—Yours of yesterday to hand, I at once 
took it to our President who carefully considered 
the case as reported in it, he at once said it was a case 
we could not interfere with, and requested me to write 
you to this effect, we should be defending a person 
who is not a member of our Society, on this the Rules 
are most ‘explicit, we hope you will be successful in 
your defence. I remain, your most truly, 

Taos, GREAVES. 


I at once wrote asking when I ceased to be a member, 


and received the following, dated March 3rd, 1890 :— 


“ Dear Srr,—Yours of the 2nd to hand, in your 
letter of 28th of February you say ‘a) client of 
mine has been summoned conjointly with myself’ 
if our Society took up the Defence we should be 
defending your client who is not a member nor en- 
titled to benefit in our Society, but in your own case 
you will remember writing me a letter complaining 
of our action and saying you should cease to bea 
member, I see you are 4 years in arrears, that is, they 
amount to £2 2 at 10/6 per year is that sum, and it 
is our custom to erase the name of a member if the 
arrears are not paid on the third year. 

Yours, most truly, 
THos. GREAVES,” 


Having remitted my arrears and subscription for the 


the current year in January last I requested a return of 
my money, if, as I had been led to believe by his letters, 
my name had been erased, when I received the following, 
dated March 6th, 1890 :— 


“ Dear Srr;—Yours of the 5th inst. to hand. I did 
not say you were struck off the roll, at the time I 
wrote my last to you I had not the books at hand to 
refer to—they being at the house, and it had entirely 
escaped my memory that you had paid the arrears, I 
feel it due to you that I should apologise to you for this 
remissness on my part, [| have no power to return 
cash paid and entered in the ordinary course. 

Yours, most truly, 
THos. GREAVEs.”’ 


The sneering reference to my case in his article I may 


dismiss with the remark that it was the onesided helpless 
answers given by Mr. Greaves at Leeds and Newcastle 
and reported in the Veterinary Journals that induc 

me to give your readers a true history of my case in 
these pages, and thereby defend myself against the erro- 


MR. GREAVES AND THE MUTUAL DEFENCE | 2¢°us impressions these answers were calculated to 

Str F I regret I cannot say I am obliged to him for singling 

— ‘ me out asa promoter of the New Society, nor for his 

this subj you will excuse my troubling you again on | ironically wishing it success, inasmuchas I had nothing 

contem yr I had thought of treating with silent | whatever to do with its promotion or formation, So 

pt the attacks of personal abuse indulged in by | far as I am aware it originated at an accidental social 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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meeting of a few in Leeds, when Mr. Loop, of Knares- 
borough, suggested that something should be done to 
protect ourselves. The first intimation of its forma- 
tion I had was a circular sent out by the President, and 
until I read Mr. Briggs’ letter in last Saturday’s Record 
I certainly believed, and so did those with whom I had 
any conversation on the subject, that it was a bona fide 
affair and not a scarecrow to fiighten the Old Society 
into better behaviour. Now that the dry bones of the 
Society have been stirred up I trust that the new 
arrangements will include a schedule, giving the nature 
of the cases to be defended and those to be left unde- 
fended, so that members may have some idea of what 
to expect for their money, and thereby avoid friction 
with those in authority. Before arriving at the con- 
clusion “that nothing will satisfy men of this class” 
would it not be as well to try something and wait the 
result! I quite agree with Mr. Greaves that a man at 
Timbuctoo knows at much about the internal workings 
of the Society as a non-member, but it is equally true 
that a non-member has the same opportunities afforded 
him of prying into the affairs as a member, and these 
consist in the meagre ‘reports those august personages 
the Committee think fit to publish. Presumably act- 
ing on the principle of “where ignorance is bliss, tis 
folly (for members) to be wise,” they only I+: us know 
about what best suits themselves. I[ cuallenge Mr, 
Greaves to say when ever I was invited to atteud «a meet- 
ing of members only, for the purpose of discussing the 
expenditure and the nature of the cases involving that 
expenditure. Surely those who uphold the funds are 
entitled to know where the money goes and what it 
goes for, Certainly we have got to know « little more 
since the publication of Mr. Greaves’ latest effusion 
containing particulars of five solitary cases in all these 
years. What about the “ Bury case” of which I made 
complaint at the time! that being the complaint he 
refers to in one of his letters, and for which it was in- 
tended to get rid of me by erasing my uname. Why is 
all reference to it studiously avoided if all was straight- 
forward! Lam not the only member who would like 
to know why. — By a lapsus lingwe I called him Seere- 
tary instead of Treasurer—a small mistake surely on 
which to base a charge of ignorance—His absurd charge 
of spite I give a most unqualified denial. He boasts a 
great deal of the loss of time and the enormous expense 
to which he, as President, was put by going about the 
country canvassing for new members. Let the old 
members be treated properly and the affairs managed 
in a straight-forward, businesslike manner and there 
will be no necessity for stumping the country seeking 
members, the profession being shrewd enough to know 
what is for their interests. Now that there is a pros- 
pect of a reformation any further personal abuse I shall 
simply ignore. 
Apologising for troubling you at such great ler 
and thanking you} for your courteous ein 


I am, yours faithfully 
Sept., 18th, 1890. P. M. WALKER. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Steel, v.n.c.v.s., 
Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq., M.D., B.sc., L.v.se.¢ 
Op. Hon, See: Mr. J, D. Parokh, G.B.V.C., Bombay Vet Coil 


Borver Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. 'T. Greaves, ¥.n.c.v.s Knott Mi 
F.R.C.V.S. ill, M 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J Armstrong, M.R.C.V.S., d 
Meetings, First Friday of Feb., May, Aug., ‘and Nov sa. 


CatcutTa V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


CentraL V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. William Hunting, F.R.c.v.s., 
20 Fulham Road, London, 8.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sidney Villar, r.x.c.v.s., Harrow-on-the-Hill. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, First Avenae Hotel, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: My. E. J. Kitchin, m.r.c.v.s., Norwich. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. R. S. Barcham, m.n.c.v.s., North Walsham. 
Meetings, Second Wedueslay, Sed. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, v.n.c.v.s., 12 North-circular-road, Dublin 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, .R.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.R.c.v.s., Brick-st., Manchester. 
Aon. Sec : Mr. Peter Pike, m.n.c.v.s., Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincontnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. ¥. L. Gooch, r.r.c.v.s., Stamford, Lincolnshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.x.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Secoud Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. ¥. W. Wragg, r.n.c.v.s. 17 Church Lane, London,E. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.n.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmingham. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. 


Nationa VEr. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Mr. T. Simcocks, r.n.c.v.s., Drogeda. 
Sec: Mr. G. A. Banham, r.x.c.v.s., Downing-st., Cambridge. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. F. Wragg, F.8.€.¥.8. 
17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 
Nortu or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. T. Moore, F.R.¢.v.s., Pj 
16 Albany Terrace, Whitley, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.c.v.s., a 
2 Holly Avenue, Killingworth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. s 


I 

t 

I 

Royan Counties V.M.A. 
t 

t 


Pres: Mr. A. Wheatley, F.n.c.v.s., Reading, Berks. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.x.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisu V.S. ti 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. Bec 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.r.c.v.s., Cupar, F ifeshire : 


Scorrish V.M.S. , 
Pres: Mr. H. Thompson, ».R.c.v.s., Aspatria, Cumberland. : 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Rutherford, m.r.c.v.s., oy le 
12 Bread Street, Edinburgh. 2 b 


Sours Duruam anp Norru Yorxsutre V.M.A. tc 

Pres: Mr. G. T. Pickering, F.n.c.v.s., Monk Bar, York. ae 

Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. a 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., Inne, Sept. and Dec. 3 

SovrHern Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. F. Raymond, F.R.c.v.8., 4.V.D., 
P. House, Woolwich 


Hon. Sec: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, S.E 
79 Anerley Road, London, 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. P. Heath, s.n.c.v.s., Southernhay, Exeter. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Penhale, v.r.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devo 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Robinson, F.R.c.v.s., N.B 
37 West Burn-street, Greenock, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. James Weir. 


Yorxsuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. W. Briggs, m.n.c.v.s., Halifax. Leeds 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. F.Greenhalgh, x.n.c.v.8., Hunslet, 


Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and 
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